
CRACKING THE 
LEGISLATURE CODE

…OR HOW TO BE MORE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT
AT THE STATE CAPITOL



USE YOUR VOICE, TALENT AND 
TIME TO IMPACT THE PROCESS!

•BUILD AWARENESS

•ADVOCATE

•CHANGE POLICY

• IMPACT FUNDING



CHANGE POLICY

• START WITH AN IDEA

• FIND AN AUTHOR IN THE HOUSE OR SENATE

• ADVOCATE FOR HEARING(S)

• LOBBY COMMITTEE CHAIR AND MEMBERS

• TESTIFY AT THE HEARING

• DON’T STOP UNTIL END OF SESSION!

CREATE A BILL



FOLLOW WHAT’S GOING ON:
HTTPS://WWW.LEG.MN.GOV/CAL?TYPE=ALL

https://www.leg.mn.gov/cal?type=all


TRACKING A CURRENT OR PAST 
BILL

HTTPS://WWW.REVISOR.MN.GOV/BILLS/STATUS_SEARCH.PHP?BODY=

SENATE

• SEARCH BY KEY WORD

• SEARCH BY AUTHOR

• SEARCH PREVIOUS YEARS FOR IDEAS

• CREATE A “MY BILLS” ACCOUNT

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/status_search.php?body=Senate
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/status_search.php?body=Senate
https://www.leg.mn.gov/mybills/


IMPACT FUNDING

• THIS CAN HAPPEN IN A BUDGET OR 

POLICY YEAR…

•OR SUBMIT A BONDING REQUEST

•CREATE A BILL (SEE PREVIOUS SLIDE)

•BOTH REQUIRE WORKING WITH 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND MEMBERS



“ENGINEER” THE PROCESS

•CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

• POLL:  DO YOU KNOW WHO YOURS ARE?

•GO STRAIGHT TO THE CHAIR

•USE YOUR LOBBYISTS

•BUILD RELATIONSHIPS

•OFFER TO HELP

https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/
https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/


Committee lists

https://www.senate.mn/committees


MN SENATE

34/33



MN HOUSE

64/64



MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!

•WHAT’S YOUR GOAL?

• CREATING A BILL

• INFLUENCING THE PROCESS



Committee lists

https://www.senate.mn/committees


TRANSPORTATION FINANCE AND POLICY



ENGINEER THE PROCESS

•CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

• POLL:  DO YOU KNOW WHO YOURS ARE?

•GO STRAIGHT TO THE CHAIR

•USE YOUR LOBBYISTS

•BUILD RELATIONSHIPS

•OFFER TO HELP

https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/
https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/


TAKE ACTION!

1.  CREATE A “MY BILLS” ACCOUNT

HTTPS://WWW.LEG.MN.GOV/MYBILLS/

2. FIND AN ADVOCATE AND BILL SPONSOR

3. SHOW UP AND ADVOCATE!

• CALL AND EMAIL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

• TESTIFY AT HEARINGS (SEE ABOVE)

• EDUCATE EACH OTHER AND BECOME INFORMED

• PUBLICIZE YOUR CAUSE:

• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

• SOCIAL MEDIA

• USE YOUR NETWORK

• INVITE YOUR MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

https://www.leg.mn.gov/mybills/
https://www.raiseourgrademn.org/


KEEP IN TOUCH!

• EMAIL:  

SEN.ANN.JOHNSON.STEWART@MNSENATE.GOV

• PHONE:  651-296-9261
• CELL:  612-275-8190

mailto:sen.ann.johnson.stewart@mnsenate.gov

	Slide 1: Cracking the legislature code
	Slide 2: USE YOUR VOICE, TALENT and TIME TO IMPACT THE PROCESS!
	Slide 3: Change Policy
	Slide 4: Follow what’s going on:
	Slide 5: Tracking a current or past bill
	Slide 6: Impact Funding
	Slide 7: “Engineer” the Process
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT!
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: transportation Finance and policy
	Slide 14: Engineer the Process
	Slide 15: Take Action!
	Slide 16: Keep in touch!

